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News from Mrs. McNamara & Mrs. Omelio’s Classroom! 
 

Happy fall! We are well on our way into the school year and doing so 

many exciting things!  

 

In reading, we have started our second unit and we are researching more 

about natural disasters. As we research we are working on find the main 

idea of texts and the details that support them. We are also working on 

taking structured notes so that we can go back to them later to get the 

information that we need! 

 

 
 

 

In writing, we are working on our first of many essays this year. Our first 

essay is our personal essay. In this writing piece we are hoping to tell you 

about something that is important to us! We started with writing a thesis, 

developing reasons, and gathering evidence. Now, we are putting it all 

together in our drafts! 



 
Fractions are all the buzz in our math class! We have been working on 

creating equivalent fractions using pictures, number lines, and 

multiplication! Here we are hard at work! 

 
 
 

       
 

      
 

 

In social studies, we are researching the first people of New Jersey, the 

Lenape! We began our learning with understanding how the first people 

got to New Jersey. Now we are learning all about their roles in the clan, 

what children were responsible for, their homes, and their spiritual life. 

We can’t wait to see the Lenape in action later this year at Waterloo 

Village! 

 

 



Mrs. Morin’s Class 

 

Within the blink of an eye, we are now into November and before we 

know it… it will be winter!!   

  

In language arts, we have begun a new unit on reading nonfiction texts.  

Students began the unit by uncovering the nonfiction in their lives.  Now, 

as a whole class we are digging into research projects on Natural 

Disasters like earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, and volcanoes. 

Students are in research teams studying the causes and effects of their 

events. They are reading books and cruising the Internet to synthesize 

and teach others about their topics.    

  

 

  
 

   



  
                                                                                                                                                                                        

In language arts, we are also writing personal and persuasive essays.  This 

unit is designed to teach students to develop essays by collecting 

evidence to support their reasons for their opinions.   

  

In math, we are working on a unit on fractions.  If you walk down the 

aisles of your local mall, you probably wouldn’t get a third of the way 

there without coming in contact into a fraction in some way. After all, 

that walk down the aisle is a fraction: 1/3. Yes, we use fractions in one 

way or another in everyday life even though we may not completely 

realize it.  Students are learning all about fractions and how to apply 

them to their everyday life. 

 

 In science we are continuing our research on Earth’s systems.  The Earth 

is always changing. Mountains form and erode away. Volcanoes erupt and 

grow larger. Earthquakes shift the land. Oceans grow and even continents 

move. What causes all this activity? This is a phenomenon that we are 

researching and diving deep to find the answers to. 

 

We are learning so much this school year.  We are so thankful for that! 

We want to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 

 

 



Students Celebrate Good Citizenship at Stony Brook 

 

In our Guidance, Enrichment and Leadership lessons (G.E.L.) students 

discussed what it means to be a good citizen of Stony Brook School.  

Students worked in cooperative groups to identify problems that they feel 

should be addressed and brainstormed real solutions to these problems.  

Excellent conversations emerged and students realized many of the issues 

they identified were easily solved by good communication, teamwork and 

most importantly, respect. 

 

Since November is election month, it is tradition at Stony Brook to have 

the students participate in an election.  On November 22nd, the students 

will have their voices be heard, when the 4th and 5th graders visit the 

enrichment room to cast their votes on chromebooks  in our voting booths 

for the 2017-2018 yearbook cover design.  Students are very excited 

about this opportunity to make a choice on something that directly 

impacts them.  The results will be announced at the end of the day!      

 

 
 

 



Mrs. Harmon’s Class 

 
In Language Arts both 4th and 5th grade students have been working on 

reading nonfiction. Their teachers have been introducing various 

strategies that can be used to help them extract and organize 

information. 

 

Here are some of the anchor charts being used to help students read 

nonfiction: 

    
(Anchor charts courtesy of Mrs. Felix) 

 

    
 

 

You can check out some more ideas that you can do at home: 
How to Read Nonfiction Text 
Seven Strategies to Teach Students Text Comprehension 

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/how-read-nonfiction-text
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/seven-strategies-teach-students-text-comprehension


ESL – BICS VS. CALP 

 

Do you know someone who speaks English as a Second or Other Language?  

Do they seem to fluently understand and speak English?  Can they read 

and write fluently, too?  Did you know language learners acquire Basic 

Interpersonal Communicative Skills (BICS) before Cognitive Academic 

Language Proficiency (CALP)?  So, a language learner may seem 

completely proficient in English when you’re having a normal everyday 

conversation.  This basic conversational ability develops relatively 

quickly.  Yet, when required to understand and speak, read, or write 

about more academic or less familiar topics, they may still struggle.  

Language learners typically acquire BICS within 1-3 years; however, they 

may not reach true cognitive academic proficiency in the language until 

between 5-7 or even 10 years.  This is often explained using an analogy to 

an iceberg.  For example, even though on the surface a person may seem 

fluent because they understand and communicate proficiently, below the 

surface more in depth knowledge, academic vocabulary, and language 

abilities continue to develop for many years before true proficiency is 

reached.   

 

 
 

*Picture: http://cdn.pcwallart.com/images/tip-of-the-iceberg-titanic-wallpaper-2.jpg  

*Information based on Jim Cummins research 

http://cdn.pcwallart.com/images/tip-of-the-iceberg-titanic-wallpaper-2.jpg


A note from Mrs. Warren 

 

 
 

Preventing the Flu: Good Health Habits Can Help Stop Germs 

 
 

The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get 

vaccinated(https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm) each year, 

but good health habits like covering your cough and washing your hands 

often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses 

like the flu. There also are flu antiviral 

drugs(https://www.cdc.gov/flu/antivirals/whatyoushould.htm) that can 

be used to treat and prevent flu. 

 

1. Avoid close contact. 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep 

your distance from others to protect them from getting sick too. 

 

2. Stay home when you are sick. 

If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you are sick. 

This will help prevent spreading your illness to others. 

 

3. Cover your mouth and nose. 

Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing. It 

may prevent those around you from getting sick. 



4. Clean your hands. 

Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. If soap and 

water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub. 

 

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. 

Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is 

contaminated with germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose, or 

mouth. 

 

6. Practice other good health habits. 

Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at home, work or school, 

especially when someone is ill. Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, 

manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food. 


